Rehabilitation of patients with end-stage renal failure after lower extremity amputation.
Four patients with end-stage renal failure on maintenance hemodialysis and one patient with near end-stage renal failure received inpatient rehabilitation following lower extremity amputation. All were prosthetically restored. Three of the patients had bilateral below-knee amputations and were ambulatory at the time of discharge, including the patient with near end-stage renal failure who was on maintenance hemodialysis at follow-up. One unilateral below-knee amputee was also ambulatory at discharge. The other unilateral below-knee amputee had an ulcer on the other foot and used a pylon for transfers only. To assess the prevalence of patients on maintenance hemodialysis with lower extremity amputations, a survey of 310 patients at four dialysis units was performed. Of the 310 patients 2.9 percent had at least one amputated lower extremity and 1.0 percent had bilateral lower extremity amputations. Preliminary data and the potential for functional results following prosthetic restoration suggest the need for further research concerning prosthetic restoration in the lower extremity amputee with end-stage renal failure.